


































































MELROSE PARK
.Ao:L'oago 6.0

39 to 40 S.s •• Valley to Grover 8ts.

nt F~Qilities - S>MtuS:
Melrose PI~rk is merely an open field between two farnyards. at present being
ueed as'a pasture.

, There is no equipment hers.
The topography of the area is such 'as not to warrant recomoendations for ex­
tensive grading and improving for active recreation purposes,

MeroGr Boulevard to 38 Stroot-OUtling $tr(;et to Hawthorne Avenue.

ont Facilities ~ Status:
Mercer Pork isa small area just south of the Walnut Hill Pumping Station, on
Thirty-eighth street. It is uneven ground,with treee growing thickly, and so
has few possibilities for recreational use~

..,,,"

, endations:
Landscaping on NichOlas Street on the north; on Thirty~eighth Street on the
east. and on Lincoln Blvd' j running diagonally on the south east. would add
greatly to the appearance of this park.
One large rustic picnic table and benches placed here would help.

MII.J:.ER PJiRK
.ilcreage"'"78:"O

24th to 30th Streets. and Kansas to Redick AVenues.

ent Facilities - Status:
There aro picnic facilities inoluding tables, benches, and a cooking oven.
The modern pavilion contains a dining rom~ cnd a kitchen, and serves as a
club house for golfers.
A nine hole course here.
A lagoon in the/center of the park is used for skating in the winter.
Playground Apparatus: 15 SWings. 3 turning poles, 4 teeters, 1 nerry-r,o-round.

o~e~~~~;~n;':l and sun shelter should be placed in the park for the small
children qf the oo~unity.

A sand box should be placed here.
2 toilets end 2 drinki~~ fountains badlY needed•

.... ~ ..I.._ .! __ "l •• .:I_a
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MORTON P.~

:~creegG 3.8

tion: 41st to 42nd., V St. to W sts.

ent Facilities and Status:
This par~ has an old type snimo1ng pool with n bath house. Also a soft ball
diaDond \lith a bac~stop. The little plnyground contains \) swings nnd 4
teeters. The scall fraDe pavilion where classes in drmaatics, ousic, hand­
craft, geoes and physical education are held, also acconodntes cor~~unity

club nestings and dancing parties.

OLlnendationsl
A hard surface tennis court should be built,
The oain floor of the pavilion should be divided into class roons by partition.
Extend the picnic facil~ties.

1 outside drinking fountain should be instnllad.
A send box with sun shelter is suggested•

•A. Projects include:
The building of 2 hard surface tennis oourts, tennis court fence 12' high,
-bath house repairs, swinming pool repAirs, 2 drinking fountains, dirt fill
in low area, grading and seeding of two acres And planting 3,000 t-rees and
shrubs.

43rd St., Ohio to MiGJ:li Streets.

Sent Facilities and Status:
This is a very soall park having :Jnly Ull outdoor basket ball practice court
and a turning pole.
It has been used for soft ball practice but the area is too 60all for a
regulation sized diarl0nd.
The center of the park is sonewhat helow -tho streot level ond should be filled.

commendations:
Toilets and drinking fountain ure neodel.
A tennis court should be bUilt, /1S \'1811 I)S horse shoe courts.
The perk is badly in need of londscC\ping •

•10.. Projects ,include:
L~ndscaping, grading ond seeding.

i



end.stions:
sun shGlter, 2 toilets, I drinking fountain (ind I horse shoe court.

SOUTH RIVER DRIVE
Acreage 139.5

NORTH RIV:l:R DRIVE
Acreage 347.6

41st to 40th Avenues. G to H Streets.

Begins at Florence Boulevard and Read Street and extends out to
HWJr.lel Park.

The South River Drive extends tron Riverview Park, through Mount Vernon
Gardens "-nd Manden Park to the city limits.

/

ent Faoilities and St~tus:

Pulaski Park has n s~~ing pool of antiquated type and n poor bath house.
Playground A,parstus: 6 s~ings and 4 teeters.

bent Facilities and status:
The River Drive, overlooking the Missouri River at nost points, is popular
With notorists and hikers. This Drive appeals to motorists'peoause of its
soenic beauty end pleasant driving conditions, and because it is the shortest
route to HUDI:l1el, Dodge, ~nd lVyraan Parks.,

'A. Projects inClude:
I cO~lunity bUilding, I wad.in~ pool With sun shelter, 800' otasphalt walks,
5' Wide, grading and seeding, planting 1,000 trees and shrubs, 500' play­
ground fence 6' high.

,A. Projects inClude:
2 sheltGrs (type l), 2,000' of trails, graveling parking areas, 2,000' of
guard rail, 1,000' of parking rail, stone steps, planting 25,000 trees c.nd
shrUbs, grading and saeding, erosion control.

seny Facilities and Status:
This Drive, overlooking the Missouri River at most points, is popular with
motorists and hikers.
This drive is landscaped and winds along the hills and valleys skirting tha
river. It is adaptable only for passive recreation purposes. Its scenic
beauty is responsible tor its popUlarity ~ith Sunday motGrists.

'omnendat ions:
There is ample space for a soft bsll diamond et the intersection of River
Drive and Craig Avenue.
Additional landscaping would improve the Drive.



Bancroft St. to Homer st. - 3rd St. to 10th Street.

log shelter (type 1). 2 trail sheltA~".

16th to 22nd Streets, fron A to F Street.

• Projects include:
1 wading pool, 1 serVice bUildinr" 1
showers and lockers .. "1 ~,".:l'Mn ,-,tron C::::f"\

Qpt Facilities - Status:
Tja Zoe is located hare.
T~0. laGoon, used for skating in the winter, is being deepened for beating in
tIl a SUl1lmer.
Tho park has oue large sW~ling pool with a bath house and showers.
There are 10 horse shoe courts, 2 clay surface tennis courts, and a pavilion.
For childrens' play there are 4 teeters, 3 turning poles and 12 swings.
There is a hard base ball dianond with backstop and bleachers located in this
park.

·nt F"cilities - Status:
The nost recent additions to the llark are the nine hole golf' cours(J and the
new nodern pavilion which contains a larga assecfuly room with piRno, chnirs
and ba$enent class rOODS.
The childrens' plnyt;;round is eqUipped with 9 swings, 4, teeters, and a very
snalljsoft ball diffi"ond.
The pionic facilities are lioited' This park has a natural spring.

endations:
That a bicycle renting concession be located here •

. An archery r8nge is reconmended for this park.
2 drinking fountains, 2 toilets needed.
A new bridge over the lagoon is a prine necessity•

i
lllllendations - Suggestions:
The $winming pool located here is badly in need of repairs. A nodern bath
house. is also nesded. 2 toilets, 2 drinking fountains are needed at once,
A san4 box ~ith .sun shelter should be provided•

• Pr~jects include:
1 large anioal shelt~r, 8 ani~al cages, dirt fill in zoo, 6 tennis courts
hard surface with drains, 1 bath house, pool repairs, cleaning lake, removing
old fence; 2;000' cyclone fence 8'· high, 1 cyolone fence 12' high for base
ball baokstop, 800' ?layground fende, 600' tennis fence, 24 sections bleachers:
f larGe pavilion, 1 shelter and toilet,l camp oven, 1 big oven, 50 picnic

;tables, 6 dI'inking fountains, 3 toilets, running water, 800' retaining walls,
'3,000' &sphalt walks, gravel·parking, tree surgery and trae survey, erosion
control, seeding and grading, and planting shrubs and trees.
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omnendations:
1 soft ball backstop, 5 horse shoe courts, 2 toilets, and I drinking fountain ..

ent Plans:
Picnic equipnent for small famili<3s. 4 tables and benches.

l'

.' \

"the neighborhood ~or

TURNER P.ARK
ACreage4:5'

Lake Street to Erskine Street.

This is a small area less than one blocksquarej lyingjtist east of
Thirtieth Street, and north of Burt Street.

Turner Park is located at T~ner Blvd. and Farnam street to 31st
Avenue and Dodge Street.

34 Ave. to 33 Ave.

/

endations: "
Owing to the fact that Cuming St., 30 St., Burt st.; and Oregon Trail are
all heavy traffic streets. the use of this area for children's playground
purposes is not recommended.

ont Facilities.and status~

Xn the pest this space has been.usod by the youth of
base ball games and foot ball scrimmage practice.

endations:
The following eqUipment might be well placed here: sand box and shelter,
wading pool, slide, teeters, drinking fountain, 2 toilets.
In recommending additional eqUipment for this area it is recalled that Dodge
Street snd Farnam Street are heavy east end west traffic thoroughfares.
Turner Blvd. also carries a heavy north and south load of traffic.

~nt Facilities and· Status:
This area which has only been used for the annual ~mypc1e Danes, has
Recreation possibilities•
.At the present time, the only equip~ent is a small three swing Unit.

sent,Facilities and Status:
The north east corner of this park is used for soft ball ganes.
Playground Apparatus: 5 swings, 4 teeters, and I doubl<3 slide.



1~(J

Sixth Street and"C"dar S~reet - S. E. C0rner.

,on: Fowler "venue and Florence Beuleve.rd.

enG.ati ons:
'1',<& t this area be retained solely es a beauty spot.

ent F~cilities - Status:
Tkis is block 58 of Credit Fancier Audition to ~aha.

T)le north half of this block is fairly level except for a deep ravine
shieh cones in fran the east across two lots.
Tne south helf of this block consists of a high clay bluff.
Si~ of lots 1,2,3,4,_-55' X 132'. Lot 5,5,7,8,--39£' X 65'.

and'l.ti ons:
Sihce lots 1 ana 2 are ownad by the National Bank of Commerce; and the east
half of lot 3 is owned by Niok 010 and the west t af lot 3 by John O.
Poiterfield; and lot 4,5,5,7, are owned by the National Bank of CQtJlJ1ercej
lot 8 held by Abrnhan Reed Of the Byron Reed Conpany; lot 3 is tax delinquent
since 1904; lots 5,5,7,8 are tax delinquent since 1910 and lots 1,2,4, are
tax delinquent since 1920. It is recommended that the city purchase the
above section of block 58 of Credit Foncier Addition to omaha.

20TH &, HOWl<RD
~eage .5

t F~cilities - Stetus:
T~is soall triangular area is partiallY landscaped.

sent Plans for this area:
None, pending change of ownership.
Thi's ,"ould give the city a much needed recreation area.

cation? North east corner of 20th &, Howard Sts.

esent [status:
Th~s almost level landscaped area is the property of the Nebraska POWGr
Compony. It would make an excellent playground in this heaVily cong8st~d

neighborhood.

COL1lllenda tions:
It is suggested that the City lease this property from the Nebraska Po~ar

Oompany, and pro?erty be developed as a neighborhood playground.



This rectangle located between 27th and 28th Sts., and extending fran
T te W Streets, is owned by the Union Stock Yards Oompmmy.
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SOUTH SIDE PIJ,YFIELD
A~ge 12

On the North Ridge Drive. Reynolds to Howell Streets.

:
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onmendations:
That it should be kept as a historic park.

sent Status:
This is an observation point with a tine view ot the Missouri River Valley.
It has a tlagpole and parking space.
It is the property of the Morl~on$\i.1I':ch.

sent Facilities - Status:
This packing house district is thickly populated by colored people, who are
much in need of .n recrt3itt;!:'()tr"cont'or of their 0rnl. This area, 300 ft. by .
550 ft. would adequately serve their recreation needs.
It is being used by the 'loodson Center and the Social Settlaoent under an
agreement With the owners.

oI:l!llendations:
If'. the Park Department can secure this property by purchase or lesse, it
would thon be possible to secure a W.P,A. project and workcten to grade and
place equipment, including 2 drinking fountains, bleachers, 1 hard base
ball diamond, 1 sott ball field, 2 tennis courts, 1 croquet court, 5 horse
shoe courts, toilet facilities, I shelter and the things necessary tor a
play field. Therefore, the Onaha Park and Recreation Dep~rtnent should
investigote this situation, and taka uhatever action may be necessary to
establish a playgro·und for this vicinity.



cation: U St. to Y St. on River Drive just east of 13th street.

MEl1'dALF PARK
Acreage 3:13

SUNKEN GjiRDiiNS
;,oreage 3.72

It has been suggested that an
to make this colorful spot stHI

cation: This park is a triangular area bounded by Happy Hallow Boulevard on the
south, Fifty-first Str~et on the west, and Country Club Avenue diagonally on
the north east. The north tip of the park just touches Decatur street.

eaent Facilities ~ Status:
This park should be maintained as a beauty spot.
A decorative fountain in the center would add to its attractiveness.
Natural Beauty ipet.

MT. VERNON GARD:ENS
- Acreage 6

esent Facilities - Status:
This beauty spot is on the River Drive overlooking the Missouri River Valley
and is located on a high promontory.
It is a beautiful replica in flowers and bushes of the National Shrine 'of the
s.sma name.
This park offers an ideal place for parking with an excellent vista of long
distanoes up and down the river valley.

oation: On the west side of Happy Hollow Boulevard between Underwood Avenue
and CliDing Street.

ecommendations:
Should be maintained as a beauty spot.
Pionio faoilities, tables and benohes oould well be provided.
A parking area should be provided.

resent Faoilities - Status:
This is a beautifullY lcndsoaped soenio spot.
artistio fountain and lily pond be added here
mor~ beautiful.

!



I,oc/i.t·ion: This park is located at 13th street and Union Pacific Ry•• from Locust
Street north to Fort Street and east to and including ~unicillal

Aviation Field. The southern boundary is Carter Lake.

185

h\UNlf.IPI>,l­

t-,v I /l>,T I0 i'~

Fl EL 0

"",,

LEVI C.ARTER 1'.ARIC
Acreage~Lan~2-Water ~Total 442

\

•
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Present. Facilities-Status:
Partiel or limited facilities for Picnics.
Boating, fishing and swinoing are the nein attractions.
Hard base bell field with backstop.

Recommendations:
More recreation facilities of all kinds should be installed.
Almost unlimited space is available for recreation actiVities of all kinds.

Present Plans:
None, because it is under lense to the U. S. Government, and is operated at
present under the Nntional Pnrk Service.
West of the trnck end south of Cornish Blvd.: 1 base ball backstop, 1 soft
ball backstop. Parking space for 400 cnrs. Bleachers from ak-Sar-Ben.
North of Cornish Blvd.: 2 soft ball diamonds with backstops, cnd 24 sections
of blenchers.



UNITED STATES'

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATION'AL PARK SERVICE
BRANC'd OF l?LANNIlJG- Ai'ID STATE COO¥ERATION

BE,GlON II OF~'IGE

300 Keeline BUilding
Omaha, Nebraska

May 27, 1936

Mr. Mo,urice Willows,
0/0 Chamber of COlnmerce~
WOW Building,
Omaha; Nebraska

Subject~ Nebraska, sP~7 and TP-l,
Levi Carter Park, Omaha.

Dear Mr. WilloWS:

For your information relative to the National Park Service activities
in improving the ~bove named Park near Omaha, I ,wish to advise as follows~

The incePtion of Levi Ccrter park was brought on principally as a
resul,t of the formation of Carter Le.lce in 1871 when the Missouri River
ohanged its course, outting off and leaving a 300 aore body of water,
later to be named Carter Lake. This lake being on the old State boundary
line" now lies about one-half in each of the States of Nebraska and Iowa.

The area surrounding the north part of the la]te in Nebraska was made
a part cf the Omaha Park System many years ago.

Mr. George Burnap, Landscape Arohi teet of Washington, D~ C~ developed
a master plan for the city in order to outline the future development of
the area..

No Partioular deveJ"opment of the area \vas undertaken until the
slumner of 1935, at which time the National Park Service moved a eec camp
into the area for work procedure.

The services of the National Park Servioe ~nd the cce were brought
about by the efforts of the Carter Lake Development Sooiety nnd the
Omaha Park Department. Mr. Leonard Trester is President of the Develop~

ment Society. All NatiOnal Park Service wcrle on the area is, being
undertaken in'cooperation with the Park Department of the City of Omaha.

Since work was oommenced last August'the Carter Lc0{8 Development
Society has acquired and dOllated to the Pe..rk 6,ppro'ximately 250 acres for
future development.. Most of this land is in the State of 10;';8,. and all

1



The City of Omaha has done considerable dredeing to deepen the Lw(e
and build up adjacent low areas.

The banks of Carter Lake are being slope~ to a pleasing grade and
are being covered with bluegrass sod.

Carter La.1te is used extensively for bo"ting, fishing and swimming
and should pro"Je to be a very popular recreational area when the park
work is completed.

18'4

May 27, 1936Mr. Maurice iii110ws

A large bathing beach is under construction that will acco~~odate

10, 000. people.. Two bath houses (one for each sex) and one large con­
cession bUil.ding are being built at the beach site. These buildings
will be served by modern water and sewage facilities, now t~~der con­
struction. Stone masonry cOhstruction is being used on the buildings
for permanency.

Very truly yours, I~

~, \ )
01.r.~..t_'t..AJ~~"'1'~.""';"'_'""'~;'y',,,i,.\..'p~
Paul ',:1. Mousel, Acting Inspector,
National Park Service

In addition to the CCC camp, the National Park Service also has a
''''lEA Viork (Transient) Cam;p working on the area~ It is aimed to develop
the Park for recreational purposes entire1y~ Naturalness is being
stressed instead of formality in ~he work.

Muoh planting of trees and shrubs has "twe}l done, and oonsiderable
more is contemplated... Large areas have t8011 Cl,Jl tivated and seeded. to
bluegrass, and it is proposed. to develop a sorins of' bluegrass meadows
8.l-nong the trees for picniokers __ Many picnicEi."<; i'ncIlities are under
construction, such as carnp stoves, tables, concealod garbage cans, in­
cinerators, end drinking fountains.· Many parking areas are being buil.t
with guard rails to control the parking of aut.o,: and thus eliminate the
damaging effects of autos p8,rking at random in the most beautiful spots
of the park.


